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under the spirited leadership of Sir Taubman Goldie, distanced their rivals and eventually bought them out.   France in these I     &                     years had acquired Tunisia* and was extending her influence
1     |v                     in Morocco, but she had her eye also on Central Africa and
cherished far-reaching ambitions for extending the French Congo to the head-waters of the Nile.   These received their final check when Major Marchand encountered Kitchener at *             Pashoda in 1898, but by this time the French had made good
their claim to a large part of the intervening territory, the Upper Nile, Senegal, Lake Chad, etc., and when the Great War came drew from it a large number of black and Senegalese troops. Italy too was in the field seeking to obtain a footing on the Red Sea coast in Somaliland and Eritrea, where she established herself after serious reverses at the hands of the Abyssinians; and Spain entered large and vague claims to parts of Morocco and the north-west coast. During the same years Great Britain and Germany were in perpetual conflict about the east coast, but after hard bargaining, in the course of which Lord Salisbury ceded Heligoland to Germany in return for a British Protectorate over the dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, the limits of German East Africa were laid down and Uganda definitely assigned to Great Britain.
These rivalries, and the perpetual claims and counter-claims to which they gave rise, as explorers and adventurers crossed each other's tracks and hoisted their respective flags on the same ground, had serious results upon the relations of the Powers, At a conference in Berlin in February, 1885, an effort Ijad been made to lay down rules for the Congo and Niger            but these were very imperfectly observed even
|     | (,                     in that region, and elsewhere the scramble continued unabated
until 1890-1, when a series of treaties was concluded between die Powers, which were in effect a partition of Africa. Under a British-German agreement, the two Powers defined their spheres of influence in East, West and South-West Africa; and under a similar agreement, France recognized British influence between the Niger and Lake Chad in return for British recognition of the French Protectorate over Madagascar, and French influence in the^Sahara and the North-West. This was far from the end of the story, Even more exciting phases were to come when^Cecil Rhodes appeared on the at one moment inclined to do so.Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
